International Anesthesiology Clinics: A History of
Critical Care and Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy. US$195.00 ; 155 x 235 mm; pp. 173; ISBN-0020-5907. This book reviews many of the milestones in critical care medicine and resuscitation that have been achieved this century. It is a reprinted collection of papers published in this journal, predominantly in the 1960s, concerning the history and development of intensive therapy and assisted respiration units, pH and acid-base measurement, cardiac resuscitation, cardiogenic and septic shock, and also hyperbaric oxygenation.
The authors are names that are instantly recognizable and were doyens in their fields. They include Ibsen, Mushin, Severinghaus, Astrup, Elam, Guyton and Rendell-Baker. Most of the articles have comprehensive referencing for further reading in the area, and there are some good illustrations especially in the hyperbaric oxygenation and blood gas chapters.
This book would have something for everyone who works in the areas of anaesthesia, intensive care and hyperbaric medicine and gives and idea of how contributions to some of these fields came from anaesthetists. Some modalities of treatment discussed have not stood the test of time, such as sympathetic block for the treatment of septic shock; but the importance of peripheral perfusion is illustrated in Ibsen's chapter by cases discussing fluid therapy based on the skin temperature of the big toe! This book makes us appreciate how far critical care medicine has come in the last 40 years in terms of our understanding of pathophysiology, intensive support therapy, invasive monitoring and investigations. It is well worth reading.
MICHAEL G. COOPER Sydney, N.S.W. This monograph is another "must read" (for individuals) and "must have" (departments) from the IASP's continuing production of first-class monographs on varied aspects of the progressive understanding of pain.
Epidemiology of
The book addresses the areas of how many people suffer from pain, what proportion receive adequate therapy and what should be done to further prevent and relieve pain.
The 31 authors are from many countries, including two from Australia.
Aspects of pain epidemiology, previously spread widely in many journals, have been assembled in this single volume of 19 chapters. The first three chapters introduce the reader to general aspects of epidemiology; the next three chapters develop ideas about pain epidemiology. The final 13 chapters deal with specific types of pain such as chronic pain in children, phantom limb pain and low back pain; a whole chapter is devoted to each specific type.
There is a goldmine of 2,000 references. Two per cent of these are dated 1999-1998; 20% are dated 1997-1995. These recent publication dates of more than one fifth of the references indicate the increased research activity into pain during the last few years.
This book is relevant not only to those involved directly with pain, but also hospital administrators and those involved with allocations of research funds.
A. HOBBES Sydney, N.S.W. 543 
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